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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
A detailed listing of all claims that are, or were, in the present application, irrespective 
of whether the claim(s) remains under examination in the application are presented below. 
The claims are presented in ascending order and each includes one status identifier. Those 
claims not cancelled or withdrawn but amended by the current amendment utilize the 
following notations for amendment: 1. deleted matter is shown by strikethrough; and 2. 
added matter is shown by underlining. 

1-6. (Canceled). 

Please add new claims 7-12. 

7. (New) A distraction and cushioning device suited for a child's vertebral and bone size 
and structure, the device comprising: 

a distraction device including first and second rods mounted on an adjusting means 
comprising first and second screws, the distraction and cushioning device anchored to the 
bone structure by respective ends of the rods connected to an anchoring means; 

at least one cushioning device comprising flexible means and and rigid means; 

at least one toothed rod, wherein an end of the at least one toothed rod has a piston 
head shape, 

wherein the distraction and cushioning device is adapted to straighten and support the 
trunk of a child, including the spine, by adjustment of the adjusting means and the first and 
second screws; cushion dynamic stresses; be adjusted as many times as necessary to 
accommodate growth; and avoid creating significant stress in the bone structure, including 
around the anchoring means, while not inhibiting growth. 

8. (New) The distraction and cushioning device according to claim 7, wherein the first, 
second, and at least one toothed rods are rectilinear. 
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9. (New) The distraction and cushioning device according to claim 7, wherein the first, 
second, and at least one toothed rods are curvilinear and are adapted to lengthen the 
anchoring means of the distraction and cushioning device along suitable curved trajectories. 

10. (New) The distraction and cushioning device according to claim 7, wherein the first, 
second, and at least one toothed rods are curvilinear or curved at various radii, thereby 
adapted to avoid causing injury to nearby tissues and to restore or respect anatomical 
curvatures of the trunk during lengthening. 

11. (New) The distraction and cushioning device according to claim 7, further 
comprising a rectilinear or curvilinear rod toothed on one side, one end of the rod including a 
cylindrical plate integrated with a visco-elastic means and a rigid means of the cushioning 
device and adapted to cushion the distraction and cushioning device and promote joining with 
a vertebra by a screw set on the rigid means while being out of alignment with the distraction 
device. 

12. (New) The distraction and cushioning device according to claim 7, wherein, as a 
result of multiple available combinations of the distraction device and the cushioning device, 
the distraction and cushioning device is adapted to be placed along the trunk or the spine to 
follow development and promote straightening. 
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